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WATER-SAVING DEVICES, EVALUATIONS 

508. Hon ALAN CADBY to the Minister for Government Enterprises:  

In the current climate of reducing domestic water use, I ask -  

(1) Is the minister aware of the Doust water brake, which may possibly save 30 to 50 per cent of domestic 
water?   

(2) What independent evaluations of water-saving devices, such as Mr Doust’s, were undertaken by the 
Government before it entered into the expensive Waterwise campaign?   

(3) If none, are evaluations of such devices planned in the near future?  

(4) If not, why not?   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS replied: 

(1) Yes.    

(2) None.  The Water Corporation is constantly presented with plumbing products, accompanied by claims 
of water savings, and asked to endorse them.  The corporation endorses only products that have been 
independently tested and carry a rating under the water conservation rating and labelling scheme.  The 
rating scheme, commonly known as the AAAAA scheme, is conducted on behalf of the Water Services 
Association of Australia, to which the corporation belongs, and is administered by Standards Australia.  
The Water Corporation undertook simple flow testing of the device at its plumbing testing laboratory in 
October 2002 as a commercial service to Mr Doust, which does not constitute independent testing as 
required under the above scheme.   

(3) No.   

(4) Mr Doust has been advised that the corporation offers support to the manufacturers of these products 
and encourages them to submit their products to WSAA to gain a rating under the AAAAA scheme.  
Once a product has gained a rating, it can be included in the corporation’s generic advertising.   

The written answer referred to the “AAAAA” scheme and the “AAAA” scheme.  I will take the liberty 
of making sure that it is the AAAAA scheme and not the AAAA scheme.  If I find it is the AAAA 
scheme, I will advise the House accordingly.   

 


